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reality. It raises that love to the dignity of a sacrament from which flows the strength to keep that
transitory yes until death. Now this young couple is able to go out on the hard paths of life. They will find
thorns and sorrows there, but they will never be beyond this couple’s strength or beyond their courage.
An everlasting, secret strength will always support them so that they can fulfill their obligations. Peace,
harmony and love will prevail forever under their roof, for even if there are crosses there, there will also
be the force of God’s grace. Woe to those who do not want God in their love. They will not avoid the
burdens of life and they will not be able to lift them. They will be overtaken by sad days, days full of
suspicions and misunderstandings which often end up as tragedies, the like of which daily stain the
columns of our daily newspapers.

We must remember that a husband and wife, even if they are most closely united, they still do
not constitute a family for that is not yet a comOlete heart. On the united branch of the husband and
wife, a flower appears — a child. Someone asked, “Is it a flower or a thorn? In any case it is the object of
the noblest pride and the purest joy. But, for a father worthy of that name and for a true mother it is the
object of the most painful anxiety.”

This is true. This tiny and beloved individual, by its coming into the world evokes not only a smile
on the lips of it parents, but at the same time, it darkens the brows of its father and mother on account
of the heavy responsibility. They will have to watch over not only his health and physical life, but he also
has an immortal soul, and they will have to educate that little soul. They must instill in that soul dignity,
honor, purity, feelings and faith; they will have to inspire this child with self-respect along with love for
God and people. And if this child should fall, if the frequent storms that are so violent in our times
should bend this weak plant, they must know how to speak to their child, how to warn him and how to
lift him up. However, if this child should become obstinate and left by a side road that was criminal, they
will have to weep, moan and beg their Creator for his conversion.

Who would now even dare to think that he could handle these duties and these responsibilities
without God? But, if you do not believe in God, nor in immortality nor even in the existence of the soul
and if your child is, for you, just a tiny bit of matter, matter that came together accidentally and is
predestined for oblivion, how will you be able to care about the spiritual good and everlasting things?
You will not be the father of the souls of your children. Unfortunately, you will not even be a father at
all.

You will twist and talk yourself out of the duty of imparting life to your progeny, out of that third
law of the heart and the family; you will throw away as if it were the greatest burden of life, the
privilege of fatherhood. You will not have children, but you may only have one child in order to pass on
your name and your estate. That only child of yours will not be properly brought up; he will be idolized
and spoiled precisely because he is an only child. He will be your tyrant during his childhood, he’ll be
arrogant as a youth, and maybe, and very possibly, your shame and someday, your great pain. So heavily
and so severely will you do penance for this sin that you either threw God out of your home, or you
never allowed Him to come in thinking that you could get along without God. You will either not create a
family, or if you do create one, it will be your punishment and your shame. Thus, you as well as your
family will be pointed out by good and noble minded people as a lesson for others as to what they
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should avoid for their happiness. You will be like those remnants of wrecked ships that are kept on
dangerous beaches as a sign of warning for sailors.

In whatever country unbelief spread, wherever unbelief slipped in its ugly paws, it was there
always that in the first place the bonds of marriage began to loosen. The best example of this is France,
where already years ago the sanctity of marriage was acknowledged in theory and principle, but in
practice, they disregarded that in the highest degree. It is not even worth mentioning France in these
present times where the ministers and other officials of government take pride in their conquests
beyond their marriage and the honorable government posts they fill with the fruits of their adultery.
Look at what is happening since the time that the red flag with the hammer and the sickle began to fly
over Russia where the leaders legally lowered the human family to the level of animals, insisting that
marriage is a transitory act, a matter of contract and need and later dissolved with the help of a few
words written out on a card. Listen to what the heads of the Third German Reich taught their youth —
“There are no illegitimate children because none of them are legitimate; by every method, support the
ties that are the result of passions and patriotism.”

There are certain lawyers here in our country who write arguments in defense also, saying —
“The will of the married couple constitutes the essence of marriage; therefore a change in this will,
dissolves it.” Or they write — “Because of the nature of marriage, whose basic foundation is the free and
independent will of the husband and wife and because this personal freedom cannot be taken away
irretrievably by any agreement.” Is it any wonder that in such marriages, without an altar and without
God, there is an increase of not only separations from bed and table, but divorces are multiplying like
crazy so that fear and concern fill the minds of those who are thinking of the future of the nation. Just as
women change off hats, that’s how often they are changing husbands. Husbands are not yielding at all
to their wives who in their eyes mean exactly as much as worn-out clothing. The disappearance of faith
in the family has erased chivalry in the men, has ruined nobleness in the women and in the child, it
wiped out the child’s honor and respect for his parents.

A family that has been afflicted with a lack of faith bears many wounds. Not only does the bond
of marriage loosen and break, but their parental authority is undermined and totters. Everyone
complains about this painful fact which they misinterpret and they deplore it. There is no doubt and one
does not need any special gift to notice the change which takes place in the relationship of parents to
their children and children to their parents.

In the past, the father of the family was everything; father, lord and judge. The father exerted a
certain influence both, on his wife and on their children. Such families no longer exist. They were blown
away by the blasts of modern democracy; they fell apart under the eruption of modern progress
especially under the pretense of the upbringing of children.

As to the first point made, | agree totally with the writer who in his book Democracy in America,
he underlines this pronouncement — “I don’t know, whether generally speaking, society loses with this
change as customs and laws become democratic and the relationships of fathers with their sons become
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closer and more sincere. There is less of formula and authority and more of confidence and love, and it
seems that their natural bonds became closer, in proportion to the loosening of social bonds.”

Then he adds — “In order to appreciate the difference in this regard, it is enough to look over
home correspondence from past years. The style is always correct, ceremonial, stiff and so cold that
heart-felt feelings can barely penetrate these words. Meanwhile, in democratic countries, in all of the
words written by sons to their fathers, there exists a kind of relaxed feeling and at the same time, it is
intimate and tender, which at once shows that there were relationships in the womb of that family.”

Yes, there is a change, and it is a big change, but unfortunately it was not only in the
relationships of fathers and sons, but, at the same time, in the father’s authority which underwent a
certain evolution and became not only modifies but also, was decreased. That authority is disappearing.
Why? Because of the activities and propaganda of educators and pedagogues who themselves have no
faith and who have but one aim - to erase and to remove faith from the world. This clique of a very
large group of unbelievers take the side of children against their parents; they defend the independence
of sons and daughters against parental authority; they defend the whims, the escapades and the
laziness of young people against the lived experience of parents. What they don’t think up to abuse
parental authority. They always end with their model statement — “We must tie up and cut down this
authority.”

| am very interested in knowing who made and is making more mistakes and allowing more
abuse. Is it our parents of long ago, who under cover of an external severity that hid their hearts of gold,
or our modern youth, wanton and relaxed that are romping and skipping about according to the
principles of freedom from parental authority? Yes, the relationships in the family have changed to such
a degree that the authority of the parents has decreased to zero.

During the times when fatherhood had not yet lost its charm and splendor, they believed that
within the family, the husband was priest, prophet and king. Priest, so that he would offer to God his
prayers, together with the prayers of his wife and children. Prophet, so that from his personal
experiences and those of others, he could somewhat foresee the future and teach his wife and children.
King, so that he would show his wife and children the way and lead them to happiness. God Himself
placed such assignments and duties on the shoulders of the husband and father.

That the father no longer has these roles is the misfortune of modern families. He is not a priest
because he no longer prays and he doesn’t know how to pray. He can’t be a prophet, because, not
believing in anything himself, he does not possess the key to the understanding of many things. He
doesn’t know how to be a king, because how can he lead others to happiness since he himself doesn’t
know where and in what happiness lies, not does he know the means by which one attains happiness.

The lack of faith in fathers called forth a terrible reaction against parental authority. The atheism
of the fathers of French families in particular, who were abusing this right, ended the centuries old
authority of him who was priest, prophet and king, so that a certain deputy could call out to the crowds
— “The authority of fathers no longer exists.” To this the crowd answered with a shout of joy and
satisfaction along with resounding applause that lasted for a long time.
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At the same time that the father lost faith and all authority and charm and was no longer the
head and leader of the family, in the eyes of his spouse, he had stepped down from the pedestal in
another way. Marriages that are deliberately childless are not only the ruin of nations, but they are a
deep and painful wound in the heart of the family. The man loses on account of this, the respect with
love, restraint, modesty, dignity and charm. A man thus wounds his companion in her most sensitive
side. He humiliates her and subjects her to degradations which she would not bear without an order.
She cannot think of him in any other way than with fear and aversion. There where abuse begins, love
always ends. These are not the only results of that violation of the basic laws of marriage.

While that wound forever lowers the man in the eyes of his companion, it also lowers her, but in
another way. With regard to her physical condition, the doctors who are thinkers see here a source of a
state of sickness that does not appear at all in countries where a fertile marriage is surrounded with
reverence.

As regards morality, the results of childlessness are still even more deplorable. A woman,
deprived in her most beautiful years of functions assigned to her by nature, if she is not then forced to
do heavy labor, she remains condemned to idleness which her active imagination cannot stand.
Therefore, she finds for herself artificial and frivolous employment beyond her home and she devotes
herself to the attractions of an absurd existence.

If, as today some married couples claim that “children are hindrances and obstacles” and they
don’t know what to do with children, is it any wonder that the spirit of the family is fading and the
authority of a father is dying out? It is only through religion that these wrongs that were done can
somehow be avenged and the harm can be corrected and above all, recognize the sanctity of marriage
with all of its goals and results.

In 1939 when | was stationed in Rome, | bought a book whose author was one of the leaders of
the Fascists. Among other things he argued that since a great number of Italian men have very little
religion or no religion at all, it would be better for the peace and happiness of the family if the women
also had none. Otherwise, there are disagreements, anger, misunderstandings, and so forth. Would this
help the situation? Not at all. This concerns the law of God and the law of human nature and doing
violence to it and breaking it always brings about painful results. In such a case where not only the
husband but also the wife would be unbelievers, the fire of love in the family will burn out sooner than
ever.

Let us reach into the old books of Scripture. From the direct words of God, our Creator and Lord
we can recognize who or what a woman is, in reality, why she was created and whether it is possible for
a woman to live without God and without religion.

Scripture tells us that when God created man, He looked at him and was filled with compassion
for him because of his solitude. Then God spoke these words that overflowed with compassion and love
— “Itis not good for man to be alone. Let us make him a helper similar to himself.” This is the vocation of
a woman. She was created to be a helper to man. In what is she to help him? In his works and his
sorrows. It is so very difficult to suffer in isolation. She is also destined to help him in his joys, in his
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dreams of happiness and in his pursuit of happiness. One does not enjoy happiness to the fullest extent
if he is enjoying it along. Since man was created not for this world but for heaven and since man is only a
traveler passing through this world he was given a woman to accompany him she travels through this
world in order to support him and to care for him.

Someone rightfully declared : “Having first loved man the most perfect of all His creations, God
decided to give him a gift and from His unending love, He gave him —a woman! Man was the lord of
|.” The fall which caused such an upheaval in the entire order of
creation, did not change anything in this infinitely wise plan of God Even though the woman, right from
the beginning, proved faithless to her calling and used her influence to turn her husband away from
God; in punishing her, God did not withdraw and cancel her calling. She remained and continued as his
helper and support.

paradise and the woman was his ange

Since this first sin covered the woman’s brow with shame, the man, now having very little trust
in her, abused her with his authority, moved her aside or oppressed her. Because of such ill-treatment
and lack of trust, she could no longer fulfill her original mission. God, loving people, decided to uplift her
and mark her brow with the beauty of her lost greatness in order that she would be able to regain the
hearts of men, the feeling of her high calling, her power and the means to fulfill it.

If you want to understand all of this, do not look at the first Eve, nor at the fallen Eve who
regretted her fall, deplored her sin and burned with the desire to make up for it. In order to perfectly
recognize the mother, the spouse, the daughter of man one must rise higher, all the way up to that
Incomparable Woman, Maiden and Mother at the same time — to Mary!

She is a woman in the total sublime beauty of her calling. In her and through her all women
fulfilled their mission of uplifting, cleansing and comforting their men, tearing him from the earth and
leading him to heaven. It is because of this that for the past 20 centuries, that universal respect, that
tender and sublime love and those fully delicate considerations have been bestowed upon the women
who adorn the Christian community. This order established by God is beautiful and unbelievably wise.
How many of these men would have drowned in their earthly pursuits, having forgotten about
everything else — about God, their soul and their future life, if they didn’t have a wife, a daughter or a
mother by their side. How many of these men in their last hour, becoming fully aware of their blessings,
will gratefully admit to their Judge: “How good it was that | was not along.” Such is the delicate, sublime,
praiseworthy and honorable vocation of a woman.

Now, who can’t see the kind of confusion and revolution a lack of faith would cause in this plan
of God and the devastation it would create in a woman'’s soul? It would thoroughly poison the pure
atmosphere of the family. When a lack of faith rips God out of a woman’s soul, when she no longer
prays, when she loses trust and faith in her divine mission, then is that wife more exemplary and more
faithful? Is her husband happier? Is a daughter who lost all of her faith going to be more virtuous? Is a
mother in whose heart faith no longer abides, going to become more self-sacrificing, more dedicated
and more conscientious in raising her children?
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As soon as a lack of faith empties a woman’s heart, her husband, children and family should
beware. For it is then, with a lot of noise, that the family falls apart. It is then that a laxity and a
slackness spills over into all of society. The souls of modern people are poisoned and for that reason
they deny God and in utter foolishness cry out — “there is no God.” In spite of that, we see God, we feel
that God is near and we want God. There is also a truth, a road and a life which always led and also leads
to God today. Don’t ever doubt this truth. Any doubts which we have are traitors and thieves. They rob
us of the good which we could surely possess if we weren’t so fearful of losing them. The good things to
which we refer are reality, truth, strength, nobility, virtue and, above all, faith. These are the gifts which
give sense, value and dignity to our existence.

Don’t be a materialist who insists that nothing exists beyond the material world because sooner
or later you will get bogged down in pessimism that teaches you that happiness does not exist, that it is
a delusion and then you will always just see the wrong side of everything and you will see everything in
dark colors. If you don’t believe, you will seem senseless around yourself and you will first fall into
bitterness and then into uncertainty.

Therefore, believe in God and love God! Make faith and love the pillars of your family. Our
Savior encourages and invites us to do this when He says — “He who loves Me, My Father will love him
and we will come to him and make our abode with him.” Then, the family hearth will again become a
palace, a fortress and a temple.
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January 11, 1948
| greet all of you my dear fellow countrymen with the words, “Praised be Jesus Christ.”

Because of my radio work, various types of people write to me concerning various matters.
Normally, I am not very impressed by the contents of these letters. In the course of so many years of
this difficult and draining work, | have become rather thick-skinned and ordinarily | can overlook them
and go on to the order of the day. | don’t allow myself to be thrown off balance. In spite of that, when |
read a letter that was sent to me a few weeks before the holidays, | felt a certain stupor and indignation;
maybe because it was written by a girl of Polish descent, of a supposedly Catholic family. Listen to this
letter, and please don’t be scandalized. The letter comes from a small town in New England and is dated
December 10, 1947.

“You said, in one of your programs that a person can be happy, only when he returns to God and
adapts his life to the teachings of Christianity. Isn’t that some sort of a fairy tale and old world bug-a-
bear in order to keep people in darkness and slavery? People are eluding you and more and more of
them are falling away from your religion, therefore you are now beginning to frighten people.

I am 22 years old and | completed my studies at the university. | am the only child in our family.
Although my parents had me baptized, they never attended any church, they never prayed and yet they
acquired property; they gave me freedom at home. They never taught me any prayers and they did not
force me to go to any church. When | turned 16 years of age, they told me that | could choose whatever
religion that | wanted since they did not want to force any faith on me.

| attended a high school where, despite the fact that God was never mentioned, the school
building never collapsed. In fact, it still stands today. Since | did quite well in all my studies, my parents
sent me to the university. It was finally here, that the professors opened my eyes and explained that
every religion was invented by people and serves only to constrain a person, limiting his freedom and
teaching him bigotry. They showed how religion is a help to the weak-minded, the helpless and the
mentally sick who need an injection of some sort of opium in order to stay on their feet in their battle
for being and existence. For people who are normal and fully developed, faith is superfluous. It is better
to believe in one’s own intellect and one’s own powers rather than relying on some sort of distant and
unseen God, Who if He really does exist, does not care about people. The schools have confirmed my
unbelief in God. Furthermore, up until now, | got along without God and things were not bad at all for
me. | can continue to do without God.

Presently | am dating a young man who is not Polish and he, too, is an unbeliever in anything. |
think that | will be very happy with him. We both share similar outlooks on life. We have no intention of
bringing any children into this world that is so uncertain and unquiet. Why should we? For them to
become cannon fodder someday and end their lives in the defense of others? We both agree that one of
us will never obstruct the road to happiness and satisfaction for the other in any possible way. We are
both convinced that we can help ourselves without God and without any religion which would only be
an obstacle for us.
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In married life, there should be more understanding, tolerance and freedom for bother partners
in order to satisfy the married couple and not any sort of prohibiting regulations. In this progressive age
of the twentieth century, there is no room for the outworn beliefs of past generations. Freedom of
thought and conduct should be the motto of people who are enlightened and progressive.”

May | add that this letter was written in excellent and faultless English. Do you wonder that these
inferences from the lips of an American girl of Polish ancestry not only puzzled me, but they alarmed me
and to some degree they filled me with indignation.

From here, we proceed to today’s talk entitled:
A HOME WITHOUT GOD

When we speak of a family in our present times, not like a family should be and the kind that
God wants it to be, but only of such as it is in reality, the kind that modern people create. At this time
we are touching a very touchy subject because modern marriage is nothing other than a painful drama
of unbelief, a deplorable phenomenon, filled with many and varied calamities and unhappiness. Right
from the beginning, let us calmly examine from where, in reality, the family traces its beginning or
origin. | am excluding the theories of certain progressive cynics, who on the principles of a strange
philosophy as their only criteria, they recognize the satisfying of the need of animals. They teach and
write books that the origin or beginning of a family flows either from the senses, from the intellect or
from their interest.

Not at all! The family emerges from something much nobler than the senses, from something
warmer than the intellect, from something deeper than interests and profits and property, personal
gains and profits. The family comes from the heart. The heart is the foundation of the family. The heart
is the architect and the builder of this fortress, stronghold, castle, temple that is called family. Loving
hearts which do not demand, do not claim for themselves any recognition or praise, but forget
themselves in total dedication and sacrifice under the condition that it will remain so not for a month,
not for a year, not for several years, but forever, until death. Hearts create a family. Moreover, hearts
create everything that is the best and most perfect in the world. Here, too, we must admire the wisdom
and goodness of the Creator, because not all people have a good and healthy intellect, neither do all
people have property and money but, every person has a heart, even one who is bankrupt and most
wicked.

Considering the fact that a family is created by hearts which by nature should be bottomless
wells of love, it would seem that there is nothing easier, nothing simpler than to create a family. | repeat
— it would seem! However, in reality, that is not the case; history, as well as experience testify to this sad
reality. The heart was always helpless in this situation which seems to be so natural, so simple and so
easy. It could love for a while; it couldn’t love for a long time, forever, in the holiness of a one and only
union.

From the beginning, man did not want to admit his weakness and his impotence. He was forced
to call upon the law, the support of society and of the legislature of his country. Even this was not
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enough. It was weak, vile and rare. There were however laws authorizing polygamy and permitting
divorce. These laws sanctified all of the weaknesses, fancies and caprices of the heart and opened wide
the doors of marriage to a variety of wickedness and all kinds of brutality. Thus, these hearts, even with
the support of the law, did not know how and could not create any real families, nor could they make
the family one, indissoluble and venerable.

It was necessary to take this higher, It was necessary to go to God and there, at the foot of the
altar beg for the grace to be able to love with a sacrificial love and a love that is devoted, does not feel
the burden of time and will continue for one’s entire life. One, and only the one true religion of Christ
could lift people’s hearts high enough so that they could create a family home that is stable and
indissoluble. Only the Catholic faith did this. Other religions weakened and they betrayed the hearts of
people in this matter.

People forget that even the pagans leaned their household gods against their altars, they looked
for help from their protector gods, they begged them for inspiration and protection and they placed
offerings on their altars. A certain section of people were jealous of the happiness, purity and holiness
that existed in homes. It was too clean, the customs in these homes were too holy and the love within
these homes was too long and unclouded, so they got together to throw God out of the family and to
throw the Guardian Angels behind the doors of those homes.

What was left? Hearts. What kind? Weak, unsteady and turbulent hearts causing unexpected
catastrophes that sometimes were even bloody. The family was destroyed, the marriage bed was
desecrated by customs, the descriptions of which | can’t tell lest they poison the waves of the air, nor do
I wish to pollute the ears of my listeners. The hearts of women were trampled and the cradles were
desolate. This is how the lack of faith touched the modern home. The testimony, both of history and
that of 6,000 years of lived experience prove that hearts without God do not have the strength to
form a real family and cannot assure this family of unity, indissolubility and Christian honor.

A certain capable and well known writer once put it this way: “The first law of love is the right to
advancement and the right to growth. From its very first moment of existence, love can live, only under
the condition that it will grow. This love must intensify, must rise and become strong, through its joys as
well as its sufferings. It must become deeper through its happiness and still here on earth, through its
trials and offerings. In one word, it must go forward. One the day that it stops growing, on the day when
it holds back, it begins to diminish and love dies.

| understand that in their youth, both, he and she flatter each other and the face and eyes of
both are worthy of the feelings of love. In this age of dreams and roses, they believe that love will
always grow in grace, beauty and winsome youth. Reading the nice statements about the nothingness
and the short duration of everything, that flowers wither, that roses fade and that the emotions of
human hearts are similar, they consider such statements as pompous and exaggerated.

| am so young and beautiful and so certain that | will always be loved. But, unfortunately, much
time is not needed, and sometimes not even a full year, in order to be convinced as to how much time
that always is worth.
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True, love must be controlled, her marked boundaries cannot be trespassed, love must be
innocent and beyond reproach, because this makes love more lasting, deeper and sweeter. No person
can accomplish this without God. It is still more difficult to maintain a growth in love. What kind of
advice and what kind of remedies are prescribed by moralists who are unbelievers without any
denomination? “Since you do not love anymore, it’s because you haven’t looked around enough and
you haven’t grown deep enough” teaches one. “In the soul, there is an eternal rejuvenation. When time
ruins one wreath, in exchange it braids another. From the golden hairs of youth to the gray ones of old
age, beauty undergoes change, but it doesn’t disappear.”

Another claims, “You do wrong by only looking at one individual. Look at all of them. Try to see
in them all of humanity. One individual has shadows and blots; humanity doesn’t have any. Human
nature is beautiful.” Nonsense. Rubbish. Shallow and empty arguments. We are talking of the essence,
of personalities and of a person, and not of humanity. These same people still have one more
prescription, namely — FREE LOVE.

This again is a sad admission that a person does not want to maintain his love on a leash, he
does not want to keep a tight rein on it, he is incapable and too weak to maintain a true and holy love
and keep it for a longer time. Free love is inconsiderateness, a whim, a repugnant thing. Someone
wrote: “Free love is a wild stream over whose taming certain progressives have no power and it spreads
devastation everywhere. But no, that is not the last expression of their impotence. You will fall lower;
you will fall down to despising love, down to the abuse of skepticism and corruption.

You begin with the worship of love, of putting love on the altars and you are ending at the point
where you are sneering at love, like from an empty dream. You will trample it under your feet like a false
god and with this you will bring about the eternal extermination of the family which cannot live without
love.”

For the happiness of the family, for the sake of national and world peace, no one is permitted to
take away from the family true, faithful and noble love. Because if love does not exist in the family, it
will appear on the exterior in a hideous, ugly form. It is not permitted to remove God from this love,
because only God can maintain this love on the level of an intelligent and worthy person who is on the
proper and normal tracks without any deviations or derailments. God gave the family certain laws and
woe to those who disregard and break these laws. Religion teaches above everything else, beyond
pretty features that are momentary and passing, to pay attention to genuine beauty: the soul created by
God, redeemed by the Son of God and sent to earth for a short time. We can, who is able to designate
how much everlasting food such a sight gives to young hearts? Who will tell how many of them He
guarded from those vulgar cliffs against which pure love and the human heart crashes? Then, old age
can come, the features of the face can change and the face can lose its charm and grace, but that will
have no effect on the soul which perfects itself day by day, whose beauty shines through ever more
intensely in the measure of getting closer to eternity. Death comes and at the edge of the grave they can
say what a certain noble and pious old man said: “Our happiness lasted forty-seven years and our love
never fell to the level of plain friendship.” Therefore love and a love that is constantly growing is the
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fundamental right of the heart as well as of the family. This right is so sublime, so noble and so ideally
beautiful that it cannot be realized without God, and so much more —against God.

There is another tendency in a person’s heart that is just as beautiful and no less noble, without
which the existence of a family is unlikely. If there was only happiness in the family, if there was only joy
and a growing love, that would be a great thing, but it would be always only worldly and human.
Fortunately, there is a sacrifice and it is exactly that sacrifice that makes that family divine.

A certain Catholic writer left us such thoughts: “Marriage is not only a contract, it is above all
else a sacrifice and that is a two sided sacrifice. A woman brings to this sacrifice that which God gave her
and is her most precious possession and was the object of her mother’s most solicitous care. Her first
beauty, her health and at the end, the ability to love, which is possessed only once in life.

A man, on his part, brings the freedom of his youth, those irretrievably happiest years, that
ability of dedicating himself to his beloved that is only possible at the beginning of life, and that effort of
loving, beautifying and sweetening her life. These are two bowls —in one there is beauty, innocence and
purity; in the other is a love that is intact, and a giving of oneself forever to a being weaker than oneself.
It is necessary for both bowls to be equally full if this union is to be complete and blessed by heaven.”
Such is the reality, such a perfect act that is embodied in marriage. From that moment, there are a
thousand bonds reminding them that they are no longer their own possession because they have
already surrendered themselves to each other. There are many external circumstances that hurt them
together and sometimes one is hurt by the other. Marriage that begins in a flowery paradise often ends
up on the cross.

Love that wants to exist without God soon shatters and is scattered. It pains me to speak ill of
the human heart because there is nothing more beautiful, but, however that heart, that big heart, is
sometimes so very small. Which human heart does not grow weary with suffering? Which heart does
not grow faint and hide from difficulties? Which heart knows how and is capable of sacrificing herself for
a very long time for someone who is dearly beloved? After a few years it is for such reasons that those
deaf ill humors and misunderstandings occur between the married couple which they don’t know how
to conceal before other people. It is that icy coldness, and in the end, everything collapses.

It was not that long ago that they were so very much in love. And now? Now they can’t stand
each other. The very presence of one fills the other with disgust. Why? Because they didn’t dedicate
themselves. Despite these facts of life, there are certain people who do not tire in their efforts to expel
God out of the family. Will married couples without God know how or will they want to sacrificed
themselves more or for a longer time? Just the opposite will happen. Bitterness and disillusionment will
fill the home. Meanwhile there where prescriptions are written out by the hands of progressives of no
denomination, there where the means are given by unbelieving moralists, everything is empty and
ineffective.

It is religion which gives strength, fortitude and balance. It places before the eyes of those
whose union it blesses a severe ideal, but at the same time it strengthens their will in order that they
may be able to reach that ideal. It takes into its hands that love and from it, creates a solid and lasting




